An analysis of 1704 burn injuries in Hong Kong children.
Over a 12-month period, 1704 children less than 15 years old with burn injuries seen in the accident and emergency departments of seven major regional hospitals in Hong Kong were analysed with respect to their epidemiological data. The age group with the highest risk for injury was 0-4 years (57 per cent) and with a maximum at 1-2 years of age. Boys showed a significantly higher incidence of burns than girls at any age. Ninety-three per cent of the accidents occurred at home and 92 per cent were scalds caused by hot water and other fluids. In the great majority of patients the total body area of burn did not exceed 5 per cent. Younger children had a higher incidence of burns involving the head, face and anterior trunk, 39 per cent of the 0-4 year age group required hospital admission. During the winter months, the children tended to suffer from deeper burns.